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1. Infants expect leaders to right wrongs
The research explored the expectations about leadership-based power asymmetries predominantly the expectations regarding leaders’ responsibilities to their followers. The research built on the notion that leaders are expected to intervene in within-group transgressions and confront the wrongdoers. In an attempt to infer this notion, the study conducted a series of violation-of-expectation experiments, aimed at examining whether 17-mo-old infants would share this expectation about leaders. As such, the main research question examined was:
 Whether 17-month-old infants would expect a leader who observed a within-group transgression to intervene and rectify it? And whether they will hold no particular expectation for intervention from a non-leader who observed the same transgression?
Participants
The violation-of-expectation experiments that aimed at identifying whether leaders of social groups are expected to intervene in within-group transgressions, involved 120 healthy term infants (58 male; M = 17 mo, 15 d; range = 16 mo, 3 d to 18 mo, 28 d). 21 of the participants were left out because they were fussy (7), unfocused (3), or active (1). In each experiment, written informed consent was obtained from each infant’s parent before the test session, and all protocols were approved by the University of Illinois Institutional Review Board.
The Research Process
Overall, the research relied on a well-established method that gives understanding into the cognitive abilities of children too young to fully express themselves verbally; 17-mo-old infants (n = 120). In a psychological perspective, it is argued that infants including adults typically stare longer when situations do not go according to their expectations. In the series of experiments that ensued, specifically experiment 1 and 2, the researchers used a group of 3 bear puppets who spoke in female voices and played the roles of protagonist, wrongdoer, and victim to enact skits in front of the infant. Some of the infants watched scenarios involving a protagonist bear that two other bears treated as a leader, and some watched scenarios involving a protagonist bear that seemed to have no authority over the other two bears.
In all the scenarios, the protagonist presented the other bears with two toys for them to share, but one bear hastily seized both toys, leaving nothing for the other bear. The ensuing scenarios saw the protagonist either rectify this wrongdoing by reallocating one of the toys from the transgressor bear to the other bear and in some scenario, the protagonist appeared to ignore the transgression by approaching each bear without reallocating a toy.
Results and Conclusions
On the intervention event, infants seemed to stare significantly longer at the transgressor bear than at the other bear. This result suggests that infants established that the transgressor was potentially wrong. This inference was augmented when the leader seemed to be concerned of her, hence, the infant showed observance toward her.

 
On the nonintervention event, the infants seemed to stare longer when the leader overlooked the wrongdoing than when she corrected it. This suggests that infants expected the leader to intervene and right the wrong but when she showed reluctance to correct her they were surprised. Lastly, in the event where the protagonist was portrayed as a nonleader, infants in experiments seemed to stare equally at the nonintervention and intervention events.  With this result, the researchers concluded that the infants did not appear to be surprised when a protagonist who was not a leader failed to redress the same wrongdoing largely because they held no particular expectation for intervention from the nonleader.
2. Accuracy of the Media Report
One of the fundamental functions of media is to spread information and create awareness in the society. The Newsweek Infant Report draws from the research “Infants expect leaders to right wrongs," to deliver their insights about how babies understand social hierarchies and expect leaders to fix everything when someone breaks the rules (Gander, 2019). In-Depth scrutiny of the accuracy of the media report shows that the news article did not include all the relevant information necessary to understand and interpret the study. This is primarily because the journalists who interpreted the research hold relatively no expertise in the psychology field, there is every possibility of wrong information due to misinterpretation. Despite sufficient follow-through and consideration of the quality of evidence, the main concern about this news reporting is unnecessary sensationalism. In the study, it is clearly stated that the study adds to growing evidence that children in their second year of life have a well-developed understanding of social hierarchies but the news report generalizes and concludes that that babies understand social hierarchies. 
 
Nevertheless, the news article seems to describe the study accurately.  In particular, the article’s description of the study follows a somewhat chronological flow of events that led to the inference that leaders are expected to intervene in within-group transgressions and confront the wrongdoers. The key focus in the report centers on how infants ascribe exclusive responsibilities to leaders, including that of resolving within-group conflicts. Moreover, the author provides a clear and well-founded assessment of the precision of the assumptions, suggestions, and conclusions drawn from the researchers who piloted the study the likes of Professor Renée Baillargeon, and Maayan Stavans (graduate student).
 
Furthermore, since all of the important significances of concern relative to the central topic of the report are identified in the media article, it can be argued that the conclusions drawn in the media article consistent with the results of the study.  For instance, the author draws references from the study published in the journal PNAS and the accuracy with which the authors represented the state of the existent research. Both the new report and the study article agree that infants have a sophisticated understanding of social hierarchy that goes beyond thinking about hierarchy in terms of dominance. Additionally, both the study and the news article are consistent with claims that abstract expectations about leaders’ responsibilities are part of the human endowment. The conclusions drawn in the media article are consistent with the results of the study as both are on the premise that 17-mo-old infants would expect a leader who observed a within-group transgression to intervene and rectify it, but would hold no certain expectation for intervention from a nonleader who observed the same transgression. 
3. Improving the Media Report
The news report omits critical information about the study. Firstly, the journalist omits to highlight the large part of the finding that is accredited to the known discovery in the psychology community; babies (as well as adults) typically stare longer when situations do not go according to their expectations. This discovery builds on the perception that babies, just like adults, will look longer at events they find unexpected or inconsistent with how they think events should unfold. This information should be included in the news report in this study because it is with it that the experimental model of the study draws the correlation between authority and infant understanding. Secondly, the journalist omits to highlight on the findings which saw one of the bears said no, it was okay for the other bear to take both but the leader had to intervene and distribute the toys equally. This information should be included because it represents monumental difference within itself, showing that not only can babies expect their leaders to correct wrongdoings, but also, they can tell when a leader is being overbearing towards their followers. 
 Subsequently, as earlier identified the main concern about the media report is unnecessary sensationalism. In the study, it is clearly stated that the study adds to growing evidence that children in their second year of life have a well-developed understanding of social hierarchies but the news report generalizes and concludes that that babies understand social hierarchies. Thus, the headline overstates the results on the view that the focus on babies understanding on the social hierarchy is but an augmented study examined on young children to add to the evidence from that adults expect the leaders of social groups to intervene to stop within-group transgressions. The headline should be accommodative in such a way that it gives room for incorporating a range of conditions under which infants do and do not expect interventions rather than concluding that babies have a well-developed understanding of social hierarchies. 
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